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THE BUSHE PILOTS
ARE BACK FROM OZ

s many of the Blackbushe
fraternity will know an
intrepid group of aviators

from Blackbushe ventured down
under in October to undertake a
two week flying safari into the
Australian outback organised by
Goana Air Safaris. It proved an
experience not to be missed es-
pecially by those who considered
going but later chose an alternative
vacation.

The “Bushe” group - Keith &
Mary Taylor; Leon & Brenda Slat-
er; Alan & Nicki Abrahams; Mike
Metham and Dave Cheeseman flew
Emirates to Brisbane via Dubai
and Singapore, to be met by Goana
for the chosen tour - “Frontier Ex-
plorer”. This is a 14 day trip into
the Outback, tracking NW from
Redcliffe airfield to Longreach
and Mount Isa, then looping South
to Alice Springs, Ayers Rock and
Coober Pedy , turning NE via the
famous Birdsville Hotel to a resort
at Brampton Island about 400nm
North of Brisbane. The final leg is
South to Redcliffe along the coast
at about 500ft.

The distance covered was over
4000nm; with a logged flying hours
around 40 in daily details of about
3 hours. Even though most of the
takeoffs were at 08:00L and com-
plete by 11:00L the temperatures
were between 35° and 40°C neces-
sitating the regular refreshment of
water with each person consuming
at least 2 litres per day.

The tour, one of many organised
by Goana was a tribute to their
organisation. We enjoyed not
only the flying, but the interesting

places we stayed at and visited to
provide an insight into Australia’s
varied and unique Flora, Fauna
culture and heritage. Goana’s oth-
er tours include the northern route
from Brisbane to Perth; a route
around Queensland; and one down
through New South Wales. It is
well worth a visit to their website
to view what is available: www:
Goana.com.au or search on Goana
Air Safaris.

For the “Frontier Explorer” we
visited:

Longreach and Winton - the lat-
ter being the town where Quantas
originated and they held the first
board meeting; Longreach the
centre to which they moved after
Winton and now houses the Quan-
tas Museum with the 747 parked
outside. Incidentally for the trivia
buffs: Queensland and Northern
Territories Arial Services not Air
Services.

Mount Isa a mining centre, rich
in precious minerals, not the best
stopover, but essential as the only
place of civilisation between Long-
reach and Alice Springs.

Coober Pedy - the world centre for
Opal production undertaken by in-
dividuals with basic machinery, as
major corporations are not allowed
to operate here.

Alice Springs - made famous by the
author Neville Shute in his book *
A Town Like Alice”. The morning
visit to the Desert Wild Life park.
We enjoyed staying in the under-
ground hotel at Coober Pedy, the
famous Birdsville Hotel, and the
Avington Sheep station.

Finally to Ayers Rock, probably the
highlight of the trip. First with the
scenic flight of about 45 minutes
over the rock and the lesser known
Olgas about 35 miles away, then
the usual 2 foot low level minibus
trip for a closer inspection of the
rock, on the walks around the base;
rounded off with the must-do sun-
set view sipping champagne.

We should not forget the contribu-
tion from our tour director: Keith
Fearnside, whose daily briefings
and weather forecasts, enabled us
to enjoy an safe trip, his engineer-
ing ability to keep us flying when
the minor mechanical faults de-
veloped. His depth of knowledge
on Australia, was outstanding,
enabling us to understand the land,
vegetation and geological features
we flew over. We marvelled at his
ability to spot a colony of ants from
6000ft, whilst we had difficulty
in identifying a herd of camels or
Kangaroos at 1500ft.

It is no exaggeration to say that
the entire group enjoyed an unfor-
gettable trip with several hundred
photos and hours of videos to re-
call the memories. For sure, given
an opportunity most will make a
return trip to take another tour and
any other aviators interested in a
trip to employ their flying skill,
should consider an Australian tour.
It is hoped to publish a more de-
tailed account of the tour in one of
the popular aviation magazines, so
look out for it.

By Keith Taylor






The famous five:
Aviators cooling off at Winton
hotel after a strenuous days flying.

Charleville: Planes ready for
departure on day 3

Examining a display of Didjeridus
at the home of the artist.

Conversation overheard:

Mike: “What do you reckon Dave,
do you blow or suck on the end?”
Dave:” Not sure exactly, but I’ll
give it a go. I’ve heard that the trick
is to pucker the lips, and vibrate
them like a raspberry. | believe it
makes your lips go thick.

I think a lot of girls, over here are
experts form what 1’ve seen”

Left base for 22 at Longreach, the
home of Quantas and their
museum.

A 747 recently flew in and landed
on this 1900m runway for
permanent display adjacent the
buildings.




